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PRAYER OF THE HOLY FATHER   

AT THE WESTERN WALL 

   

God of our fathers, 

you chose Abraham and his descendants 

to bring your Name to the Nations: 

we are deeply saddened by the behaviour of those 

who in the course of history 

have caused these children of yours to suffer, 

and asking your forgiveness  

we wish to commit ourselves 

to genuine brotherhood 

with the people of the Covenant. 

R. Amen 

 

Sunday, 26 March 2000 

 

Facilitator notes – for Catholic groups gathered at/near the Western Wall. 

Note the context for this prayer: it was placed in the Western Wall by John Paul II during the Great 

Jubilee Year, on the Vatican’s first official visit to the State of Israel. A symbolic act expressing the 

Church’s desire to reconcile with the Jewish people. Admission of Christian sin/failure in the past.  

A prayer that captures a key ‘moment’ in history, a turning point in Jewish-Christian relations.  

A prayer prayed on the Church’s behalf, by a pope, the bishop of Rome. 

Brief words, but packed with meaning. 

Here we are x years later. How can we make this prayer our own? 

How can its sentiments, its call, be embodied in our real lives? 

How can we teach it to others? Let’s be mindful of these questions as we go to the Western Wall, 

and bring this experience into our personal prayer lives. 



 

 (Notes towards leading a group in a reflection on the Pope’s Jubilee prayer.) 

God of our fathers, 

And God of our mothers. God of Abraham & Sarah,  

God of Isaac & Rebekah, God of Jacob & Rachel & Leah. 

God of all those who have believed and have passed on their  

faith in the living God to their children and grandchildren, generation to generation. 

you chose Abraham (and Sarah) and his (their) descendants 

to bring your Name to the Nations: 

The Jewish people, chosen to keep God’s Name alive in the world.  

They are still God’s chosen. The enduring Covenant, never revoked, echoing in the words of 

St Paul (Romans 11), and then JPII nearly 2 millennia later (Mainz, Germany, 1980). 

Still we are deeply saddened by the behaviour of those 

who in the course of history  

have caused these children of yours to suffer, 

It can be difficult for us to recall the suffering of the Jewish people in the course of history, 

when much of it has been at the hands of Christians themselves, even anti-Jewish attitudes in 

the great Fathers of our Church, in the saints of our Church, in the ordinary people of our 

Church. The history of Jewish suffering is not just their history; it has involved Christians 

and therefore is Christian history as well. 

and asking your forgiveness  

Note the power of the Pope’s example. Faced with the history of Christian antisemitism, what 

response can we make? The Pope demonstrates a response: we can start by admitting error 

and asking forgiveness. And if we feel personally removed from this painful history, from 

this collective sin of the Church, we can at least ask forgiveness for being oblivious to it, for 

being blind to the pain of our Jewish brothers and sisters. 

we wish to commit ourselves  

to genuine brotherhood (and sisterhood) 

with the people of the Covenant. 

We ask the Lord that JPII’s act will not remain a nice gesture 

That to may be enfleshed in our own lives. 

We ask that God give us opportunities  

to witness, to heal, to help the relationship between Jews and Christians 

and thus contribute to a lasting peace in our world. R. Amen 



Prayer at the Western Wall  

Pope Benedict XVI  (May 12, 2009)    

 

God of all the ages, 

on my visit to Jerusalem, the "City of Peace",  

spiritual home to Jews, Christians and Muslims alike, 

I bring before you the joys, the hopes and the aspirations, 

the trials, the suffering and the pain of all your people throughout the world. 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

hear the cry of the afflicted, the fearful, the bereft; 

send your peace upon this Holy Land, upon the Middle East,  

upon the entire human family; 

stir the hearts of all who call upon your name,  

to walk humbly in the path of justice and compassion. 

"The Lord is good to those who wait for him, 

to the soul that seeks him" (Lam 3:25) 

Source: Vatican website 

Prayer at the Western Wall  

Pope Francis (May 26, 2014)  

After inserting a copy of the "Our 

Father" into the Western Wall in 

Jerusalem and embracing his friends 

Rabbi Abraham Skorka and Sheikh 

Omar Abboud, Pope Francis wrote the 

following in a visitor's book. 

 

 

What happiness I felt when I was told we are going to the house of the Lord. Our feet are 

touching your soil, Jerusalem" [Ps 122:1]. With this feeling of happiness and gratitude 

towards my elder brothers I have come to pray and ask the Lord for his grace and the gift of 

peace. "May swords become plowshares" [Is 2:4]. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Francisco. May 26, 2014. 

http://www.ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/documents-and-statements/roman-catholic/francis/1284-inscription-

in-western-wall-guest-book 

http://www.ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/documents-and-statements/roman-catholic/pope-benedict-xvi/548-b1609may12-ww
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